
The Orland Park Prairie 
Former Sandburg coach inducted into soccer Hall of Fame 
Chris Walker, Freelance Reporter 

2:16 pm CST December 4, 2016 

 
It really wasn’t a question of whether Jack Ferraro was a Hall of Famer. It was when he’d receive the honor. 

That came on Nov. 17 in Elmhurst as the former Sandburg coach was inducted into the Illinois High School Soccer 

Coaches Association (IHSSCA) Hall of Fame. 

 

He became just the 56th inductee into the IHSSCA Hall of Fame. 

 

“It means a lot to me,” Ferraro said. “I can look back at a lot of fond memories, but we also had some pretty good 

feeders for kids coming in and we always tried to be a competitive team.” He joined the coaching staff at Sandburg 

in 1990 and helped the Eagles win the title in 1993, a season in which they also went undefeated with a single tie. 

The next year he replaced Brian Papa as head coach. “That was a pretty tough act to follow with winning the state 

championship,” Ferraro said. “We tried to keep the winning alive. I’ve always been concerned about making our 

program competitive and one our players could be proud of, and I think we did that during the time I was at 

Sandburg.” 

 

During his 16 seasons, the Eagles compiled a 312-102-19 record and won a pair of state titles, back-to-back in 2001 

and 2002 both 1-0 shutout against Edwardsville and Evanston. “With all the great talent, the All-Americans, when 

you have players of that caliber who should be competitive, but it’s keeping them together as a team,” he said. “We 

always stressed that it’s not individual goals but that the program is bigger than you and that’s what I instilled in my 

teams.” Ferraro continues to teach at Sandburg but now coaches the freshman boys at Hinsdale Central. 

 

In 2014, the Red Devils won the Class 3A state title and many of the players from that team played for Ferraro as 

freshmen. “I knew they were a really talented group and I told (head coach Mike Wiggins) that group is really 

good,” he said. “Some of them decided not to play later in high school and went off to club or academy or wherever, 

but the core of them stayed so that was pretty cool to see happen.” Wiggins coached against Ferraro for many years 

so he got to know him as a competitor. 

 

“The more I got to know Jack, the more I saw a man who really cared about the players he coached,” he said. “He is 

a hard worker who demands a lot of his athletes. We have been fortunate to have him with us over the past six 

years.” 

 

He couldn’t be happier for Ferraro’s Hall of Fame recognition. 

 

“I know that the boys here at Hinsdale Central, along with all of us on staff, are really excited for him,” he said. 

“The IHSSCA has a very recognized Hall of Fame, and for Jack to join that very accomplished list of individuals is 

a real credit to all of the time he has put into the game.” 

 

It truly was fitting that Nick Kolliniatis, a 1995 Sandburg grad who was an All-American player, introduced Ferraro 

at the Hall of Fame ceremony. Coincidentally, Kolliniatis now teaches at Sandburg. While Ferraro’s teams had so 

much success on the field, what wasn’t lost was what he did off of it to truly benefit soccer. 

 

“I always have tried to do things to promote the sport and to help make coaches better,” he said. “When I was 

recognized I was very humbled by it, but I realize a lot of people have helped me along the way. It’s not just the 

players, but it’s their parents and the school administration.” 

 

While he’s accomplished a lot he’s showing no signs of slowing down either. 

 

“I’ll continue to coach as long they’ll have me,” he said. “We’ve got a tremendous staff, a wonderful facility and 

great kids at Hinsdale Central. It’s a great place for me to be at this time. I feel very fortunate and I plan to continue 

coaching here.” 


